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Daughter of Author Donita K. 
Paul Releases her Debut Novel
Evangeline Denmark isn’t exactly new 
to the world of speculative fiction. In 
fact, she grew up in it. The daughter of 
bestselling fantasy novelist Donita K. 
Paul, Evangeline is quick to credit her 
mother for fostering a love of the written 
word. This year Evangeline will embark 
on a journey all her own, releasing her 
debut novel, Curio, (Blink). 

he mother-daughter duo 
collaborated on two picture books, 
The Dragon and the Turtle and The 
Dragon and the Turtle Go on Safari, 
published by Waterbrook Press, the 
Penguin Random House division that 
published Donita K. Paul’s popular 
DragonKeeper Chronicles series.

I’ve come to know Evangeline 
through book signings and school 
literacy events in the town we both 
call home. She and her mother seem 
to attract fantasy fans, enthusiastic 
readers, and budding writers eager 
to discuss the ins and outs of fiction. 
The excitement is mutual as the two 
eagerly encourage students and 
readers of all ages to delve deep into 
literary pursuits.

I sat down with Evangeline at Jives 
Coffee Lounge, a Colorado Springs café 
decorated in the Steampunk genre 
aesthetic, heavy on the industrial feel 
with exposed copper piping, metal 
cage light fixtures, and a gear-shaped 
stage. The ambiance was perfect to 
discuss Evangeline’s debut young adult 
steampunk fantasy novel. 
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Brock: So why the change from picture 
books to young adult novels? 
Evangeline: Actually novels have 
been my focus since I began pursuing 
writing for publication. The Dragon and 
Turtle books were fun opportunities 
that arose thanks to my mom’s dragon-
loving fan base, but the stories that find 
their way into my brain are usually 
better suited to a longer format and an 
older audience.

Brock: What is the biggest challenge 
involved in writing for the young adult 
market? Why do you enjoy it?
Evangeline: Knowing the struggles 
and pressures young people face and 
wanting to do right by them. Wanting to 
say with my words and my characters’ 
experiences, “I see you. I know what 
it is to feel that you don’t belong, that 
you have to hide who you truly are, 
and that if anybody knew the real you, 
they’d turn away.” One of fiction’s most 
powerful tools is the capacity to let 
a reader know she or he is not alone. 
Someone else has felt the same way.

As for what I enjoy most, it’s the 
freedom of emotion that comes with 
writing in the young adult genre. As 
adults we kind of lock things away 
because we have to function. And 
okay, that’s necessary to some extent. 
Otherwise we’d be like Sadness in 
Pixar’s Inside Out, flat on our backs 
with one foot in the air, moaning,  

“I’m too sad to walk.”

But the point of that movie, and 
the point I’m trying to make, is that 
there’s strength in acknowledging our 
emotions and how they shape who we 
are. YA provides a canvas for exploring 
all the feels.

Brock: What appeals to you most about 
steampunk as a genre?
Evangeline: At first it was the aesthetic. 
Who doesn’t like corsets, top hats and 
goggles? And I enjoyed the creative 
take on history and outside-the-mold 
characters. But it’s the punk aspect 
that hit home with me. Anything “punk” 
whether we’re talking punk rock or 
cyberpunk, is going to have an element 
of social challenge. It’s a sharpened 
viewpoint that leans toward cynicism 
and anarchy, but can also uncovers 
inequality and injustice, which is as 
necessary now as it was when Charles 
Dickens wrote.

Brock: Can you give us a brief summary of 
what the book is about?
Evangeline: To avoid the reaches of 
the corrupt Chemist Council, Grey 
Haward escapes into an enchanted 
curio cabinet in her grandfather’s store. 
Inside the cabinet, Grey discovers a 
world of living porcelain and clockwork 
people on the verge of revolution and 
becomes embroiled in their fight. To 
get home, she must find the only other 
human, a boy disguised as the Mad 
Tock, whose secrets stretch from one 
world into the next.
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Brock: A large portion of the book takes 
place inside this enchanted cabinet. How 
did you come up with that idea?
Evangeline: I remember the exact 
moment when Curio began. I was 
driving and the word curio popped 
into my head. I instantly fell in love 
with the concept of curios and curio 

cabinets and knew I had to write 
a story about them. From there I 
moved on to thinking about the word 
curiosity and came up with the idea 
of a human girl trapped in a curio 
cabinet who would be a curiosity to the 
denizens of that world—porcelain and 
clockwork creatures. 

One of fiction’s most 
powerful tools is the 
capacity to let a reader 
know they are not alone. 



Brock: Tell us about the main characters? 
Who are they, what makes them unique. 
Evangeline: Grey Haward is painfully 
aware that her height and stature draw 
attention in her home, Mercury City. 
What she doesn’t understand is why 
she’s compelled to intervene when her 
best friend is charged with breaking 
the law or why a strange mark shows 
up on her skin the morning after her 
rebellion. Grey’s family is hiding a 
secret, and the truth of Grey’s identity 
will change her world and another.

Whit Bryacre is only a few months 
out of school and working in the mines 
when his attempt to rescue Grey lands 
him in trouble for breaking Mercury’s 
harsh laws. Angry and afraid, Whit 
embarks on a path of resistance that 
could cost him his life.

Blaise Amintore has been trapped 
for one hundred years. He spends 
his time plotting revolution against 
the cruel ruling class of porcelains 
and fixing broken tocks and porcies 
desperate enough to seek help from 
the Mad Tock. But when another 
human arrives in Blaise’s world, both 
the revolution and Blaise’s personal 
crusade kick into high gear.

Brock: Although there are two male point-
of-view characters, Grey Haward is clearly 
the protagonist. What are some critical 
aspects of crafting a heroine for you?
Evangeline: I have a passion for seeing 
girls and women embrace the many 
aspects of who they are, not just the 

roles that have been traditionally 
assigned to them. As human beings we 
have such varying gifts and strengths, 
and to deny someone’s contribution 
to the world based on their gender is 
ridiculous and harmful. Grey starts out 
in a very repressed environment where 
women are restricted and then finds 
herself in a place where women are 
objectified. Both societies are deeply 
flawed. When Grey steps into the 
destiny that is in her blood, she throws 
off the false identity constructs that 
have been forced on her and becomes 
the justice-minded warrior she was 
meant to be.

Brock: Let’s talk a little about the process 
of writing Curio. Any certain research 
required for the book, or is it all from your 
imagination? 
Evangeline: I researched mining, 
alchemy, and Colorado’s early days as 
a territory. I also watched some of Jay 
Leno’s YouTube videos about steam 
cars and rubbed my own ceramic 
dishes together (gently!) to hear how 
porcie “applause” would sound.

Brock: You mentioned the real history of 
Colorado. How much leeway did you give 
yourself with facts?
Evangeline: Curio and the prequel 
novella, Mark of Blood and Alchemy, 
take place in alternate history, so a 
real time and place in our world, but 
with completely made-up elements 
and events that have affected the 
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world. Steampunk and Clockpunk lend 
themselves to wild liberties with such 
small matters as facts and reality. I had 
great fun making gauntlet writers—the 
equivalent of tablets in the early 1900s 
American West—and a time machine in 
Mark of Blood and Alchemy that consists 
of a water clock and a funicular.  

Brock: Tell us a little more about the 
prequel?
Evangeline: Mark of Blood and Alchemy 
is available now as an ebook. The 
novella gives the origins of the 
Chemists and the Defenders and 
follows Grey’s grandfather, Olan, as 
a young man fleeing a plague and 
tangling with a group of “magickers.” 
It’s short and full of action, intrigue, 
romance, and some fun clockpunk 
devices.

Brock: Finally, how do you believe this 
story relates to the lives of readers?
Evangeline: Questioning the way 
things work, whether that’s a scientific 
principle or a political system, is how 
we move forward as individuals, as 
societies, and as a species. It’s hard 
work and it’s often painful, but it 
must be done. When we wrestle with 
the tough questions—not only in our 
personal experience but on behalf 
of others—it becomes harder and 
harder to ignore things like poverty, 
injustice and inequality. I believe teens 

ReAD MoRe oNLINe!: http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/evangeline-denmark/books/curio/

have a deep capacity for empathy 
and tapping into that awareness 
is powerful. I hope Curio helps my 
readers question the status quo and 
connect with their compassion.  FFE

Note from Brock: I’ve been following 
Donita Paul’s career for many years, 
and I have no doubt Evangeline’s career 
will be equally filled with amazing 
worlds, dazzling characters, and 
stories to awaken our imaginations.

CURIo
Evangeline Denmark
Blink
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The Beloved Author’s New Venture into Speculative Fiction
Brock D. Eastman
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Brock: Do you outline the entire book 
before starting, or do you write as you  
go and let the characters take control of 
the story? 
Ronie: When I write my suspense novels, 
I generally use a skeletal outline that I 
draw out on my grease-board wall in 
our basement. But for speculative novels, 
I am mostly a seat-of-the-pants writer. 
Regardless of genre, however, I always 
let my characters show me the way. 

Brock: How do you believe this story 
relates to the lives of readers?
Ronie: I think many readers can 
relate to situations in families that 
challenge our courage and happiness, 
and I believe many have stepped into 
situations they didn’t feel ready for, yet 
they warrior on and find joy, sometimes 
even success. 

Brock: How many books are planned for 
this series? 
Ronie: There are three books planned in 
the Abiassa’s Fire series. I am working 
on Book 2, Accelerant, right now. 

Brock: Any certain research required for 
the book, or is it all from your imagination? 
Ronie: Part of my joy in writing 
speculative is there’s a lot you don’t 
have to research. But with Abiassa’s 
Fire, I ended up doing research on many 
different aspects and elements of fire. 
It’s been fascinating! 

Bestselling, award-winning author Ronie 
Kendig’s venture into speculative ficiton 
has fans reeling! Ronie answered our 
burning questions about the first book 
in her Abiassa’s Fire series, Embers 
(Enclave Publishing). 

Brock: How did you come up with the idea 
for this book?
Ronie: It was a fluke, really. I was 
watching BBC’s Merlin and got annoyed 
with the actions of a character. But then 
I was like—What if a sister truly did 
make a big sacrifice for her brother, for 
the kingdom? And that was the seed-
germ for Embers. 
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Brock: Can you give us a hint at the next 
book in the series?
Ronie: There have been some really 
awesome surprises with this story, and 
it’s been a little haunting that some of 
the elements I’ve foreseen since the 
series started are actually speaking to 
me in my own life and in my own trials. 
In this book, Haegan wrestles with and 
even attempts to flee his role as the 
Abiassa’s hand of judgment. 

Brock: Are you a full-time or part-time 
author/writer?
Ronie: My agent says I’m a full-time 
writer, but I’m not sure I’d say that 
yet. I still homeschool our 16-year-
old twins, and that takes up a good 
portion of my time, because of work 
and ferrying them to their different 
organizations and co-op. 

Brock: How long does it usually take you 
to write a single book?
Ronie: I’ve been hammering out 
books in three months, but I am 

really pushing back on that, because I 
haven’t been able to give the books the 
attention I’d really like them to have. 
From this book (Accelerant) on, I have 
six months with each title, and I’m 
relieved. 

Brock: What’s your view on e-books and 
the new publishing revolution?
Ronie: While I think e-books are 
amazing and I have an iPad mini that 
goes with me for on-the-go reading/
writing, I strongly prefer a real book 
in my hands, and many of my readers 
have reported the same. I think it’s 
terribly convenient to have a dozen 
books on a device, but I also find it 
cluttering—because in reality I have 
hundreds on the device and haven’t 
read them. And with research starting 
to find connections between lack of 
focus and long-term memory, I am 
shifting more and more back to a 
traditional book. Besides, I’ve always 
had a love affair with hardcover books. 

Brock: Describe your feelings when 
you opened the box and saw the first 
published copies of your very first book? 
Ronie: While Embers wasn’t my debut 
title, it was my very first speculative 
book—it was the birth of a long-held 
dream … and seriously? I cried. I was 
so elated to have that dream finally 
come true!  FFE

eMBeRS
ABIASSA’S FIRE #1
Ronie Kendig
Enclave 

ReAD MoRe oNLINe!: http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/ronie-kendig/books/embers-abiassa-s-fire-series-book-1/
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What if you discovered your loved one who died in a tragic 
accident might not be dead after all? Irene Hannon’s latest 
novel, Thin Ice (Revell), tells a heart-stopping story of 
deception, mystery and mistaken identity. Christy must 
discover the truth about her sister’s death—but will she 
unearth more questions than answers? 

Where did you get the initial inspiration  
for this book?
I wish I knew! As with most of my 
books, the idea for this one, no doubt, 
started with a tiny seed planted 
as a result of an article I read, a 
conversation I overheard, or a situation 
I observed. With very rare exception,  
I can never pinpoint the exact genesis 
of a story idea.

Are any pieces of this story pulled  
from real life?
All the FBI protocols are real. I’m a 
stickler for accuracy with factual 
material in a book. I’m also a figure 
skating fan (and enjoy recreational 
figure skating), so I had some personal 
familiarity with that aspect of the book. 
But the story itself is a figment of my 
imagination.

This is the second book in your new  
series, Men of Valor. Can you tell us a little 
about the series and what we can expect 
in the future?

The Men of Valor series features three 
high-octane brothers with special 
forces backgrounds. Also, I should 
point out that all of my series books can 
be read as standalone novels. There are 
no hanging plot threads from book to 
book. They do occur in chronological 
order, so if someone plans to read 
them all, I suggest reading them in 
order. Otherwise, they can be read 
individually. Buried Secrets was the 
first book, and Tangled Webs will 
finish the series in October 2016. Each 
brother has his own book.

Can you tell us about the setting of this 
novel and why you chose it? 
Thin Ice is set in the St. Louis area.  
In general, the geographic locale for  
my suspense novels is incidental to  
the story. It doesn’t become a 

“character,” as it would in a book 
that features a mountain rescue, for 
example. Many locations could have 
worked for this story. My suspense 
novels require a great deal of research, 

IReNe HANNoNSUSPENSE
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THIN ICe
mEN OF vALOR #2
Irene Hannon
Revell

THe sUspeNse Is fRoNT ANd ceNTeR IN Thin ice, 
bUT THeRe Is Also A sTRoNg RomANTIc elemeNT.

so setting them in a familiar place 
allows me to write about that area  
with great authority without increasing  
my research workload.

Would you classify this as a romantic 
suspense novel?
Yes. The suspense is front and center 
in Thin Ice, but there is also a strong 
romantic element.

ReAD MoRe oNLINe!: http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/irene-hannon/books/thin-ice-men-of-valor/
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Emma miller
Kensington 
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FINDING  
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Nancy mehl
Bethany House
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LIGHT oF THe LAST
WARS OF THE REALm #3
Chuck Black
multnomah Books

Award-winning, bestselling author Chuck Black is best known 
for his Kingdom series and the Knights of Arrethtrae series, 
which together account for a dozen books. Chuck began an 
entirely new series, Wars of the Realm, in 2014, and fans are 
thrilled! He answered our questions about the third book in his 
series, Light of the Last (Mulnomah Books).

We highlighted your second book in the 
series as a must-read for 2015. How has 
the series been received so far by fans?
I have been fortunate to be able to speak 
at conferences across the nation and 
from hundreds of face-to-faces with my 
readers, this series has been very well 
received. There is an anticipation for the 
release of Light of the Last, more so than 
any other book I’ve written. 

Where does this book, Light of the Last, 
pick up the story?
As you know, Cloak of the Light and 
Rise of the Fallen both end on the 

same day. Light of the Last will not 
disappoint … it begins on that very day 
and launches the story forward with 
incredible energy.

Your last two series each had six books. 
Was that intentional or was it a product of 
fans clamoring for more?
Both series were planned for six books. 
However, I have had countless readers 
asking for more from the Kingdom of 
Arrethtrae, as well as from the Wars of 
the Realm.

What does your writing process look like?
First, there is a lot of prayer. Once I feel 
the Lord has confirmed a project I do 
a lot of visualization of critical scenes. 
Initially my books are very plot driven, 
but as the story develops the characters 
strengthen, often redirecting the plot 
by their own force. I also tend to know 
the beginning and the ending in detail 
before starting, and then I allow the 
plot and characters to influence the 
path in between.

cHUck blAckSPECULATIVE
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MeRCHANT  
oF ALYSS
LEGENDS OF THE 
REALm #2
Thomas Locke
Revell

THe SHoCK oF 
NIGHT
THE DARKWATER 
SAGA
Patrick W. Carr
Bethany House

THe FIVe TIMeS  
I MeT MYSeLF
James L. Rubart
Thomas Nelson

BY DIVINe RIGHT:  
A NoVeLLA
THE DARKWATER 
SAGA
Patrick W. Carr
Bethany House
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Trial run
Fault lines #1
thomas locke
Revell

Tangle
the Quest FoR 
tRuth
Brock eastman
P&R Publishing

Take and give
haven seekeRs #3
amanda G. stevens
David C. Cook

dead dog  
like Me
Max Davis
Worthy Publishing
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Young adult books, which were once only appealing to teens and twenty-
somethings, are finding a fan base among more seasoned readers. still, their 
protagonists remain young and the content is fresh and fast-paced, which 
makes young adult books great for fans of all ages. Although there were fewer 
YA releases this past year, several important books by phenomenal authors were 
published. If you haven’t had a chance to pick up these novels, make sure you 
add them to your list!

RISe oF THe FALLeN
Amazon Rating:  4.5
Goodreads Rating:  4.5

What Makes This Book unique:
This is the second book in Chuck Black’s Wars of the Realm 
series. Our columnist Niki Blois wrote about his first 
novel in the series, “Cloak of the Light provides a biblically-
centered, positive foray into a world of darkness and light, a 
world where angels and demons fight for power, and a world 
where God reigns over all.” Chuck is an award-winning, 
bestselling author best known for his two previous series:  
the Kingdom series and the Knights of Arrethtrae series 
(Multnomah Books), both of which were hugely popular and 
contain six books apiece. 
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/chuck-black/books/rise-of-the-fallen-wars-of-the-
realm-2/

YOUNG ADULT besT of 2015

RISe oF THe FALLeN
WARS OF THE REALm #2
Chuck Black
multnomah Books
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ReMNANTS:  SeASoN oF FIRe
Amazon Rating:  4.6
Goodreads Rating:  4.3

What Makes This Book unique:  
Bestselling Lisa T. Bergren has written nearly every genre 
of Christian fiction. Lisa defines Season of Fire as dystopian, 
spiritual suspense. It’s a page-turner, to say the least. Fans can 
expect the third installment in the series to release in 2016.
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/lisa-t-bergren/books/remnants-season-of-fire/

SIReN’S FURY
Amazon Rating:  4.1
Goodreads Rating:  3.8

What Makes This Book unique: 
In 2014 Mary Weber debuted the first book in this series, 
Storm Siren, which garnered her a Carol Award in the young 
adult division. It is an incredible achievement to win a Carol 
as a debut author. Additionally, Mary says the inspiration 
from the story came from her work as a youth pastor. She 
wanted to write a novel that would empower young girls to 
realize their unique value and destiny.
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/mary-weber/books/siren-s-fury-storm-siren-2/

ReMNANTS:   
SeASoN oF FIRe
REmNANTS #2
Lisa T. Bergren
BLINK

SIReN’S FURY
STORm SIREN #2
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Thomas Nelson
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LIGHTNING
STONE BRAIDE 
CHRONICLES
Bonnie S. Calhoun
Revell

CHIVALRoUS
vALIANT HEARTS
Dina Sleiman
Bethany House

SIReN’S FURY
STORm SIREN #2
mary Weber
Thomas Nelson

MILeS FRoM 
NoWHeRe
Amy Clipston
Zondervan
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ReMNANTS:  
SeASoN oF FIRe
REmNANTS
Lisa T. Bergren
Blink

NoWHeRe To HIDe
Sigmund Brouwer
Harvest House

THICK AS 
THIeVeS:   
AN ANDReA 
CARTeR BooK
CIRCLE C 
mILESTONES
Susan K. marlow
Kregel Publications

YoU CAN’T SIT 
WITH US
mEAN GIRL 
mAKEOvER
Nancy Rue
Thomas Nelson
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