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CandaceCalvert.com SusanMayWarren.com TerriBlackstock.com
Twisted InnocenceAlways on My MindBy Your Side

978-1-4964-0537-1

More titles from these great authors

One chance for each woman to change 

her life…but will love be the real prize?

from beloved authors Terri 

Blackstock, Candace Calvert, and 

Susan May Warren bring you three 

delightful stories about the  

risks we take for love.

Each story is followed by a delicious recipe!

http://www.tyndale.com/Chance-of-Loving-You/9781496405371#.VTa2ziFVhHw
http://www.terriblackstock.com/
www.susanemaywarren.com
www.candacecalvert.com
www.crazy4fiction.com


Maggie Bright 
by Tracy Groot

Get Ready for Your Summer
         with Tyndale Fiction. . .

All books available at your local book store or online!
TYNDALE and Tyndale’s quill logo are registered trademarks of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.

Long before anyone would christen it 
“The Dust Bowl,” Nola Merrill senses the 
destruction. She’s been drying up bit by 
bit since the day her mother died, leaving 
her to be raised by a father who withholds 
his affection the way God keeps a grip on 
the Oklahoma rain. A hasty marriage to 
Russ, a young preacher, didn’t bring the 
escape she desired. Now, twelve years 
later with two children to raise, new seeds 
of dissatisfaction take root.

  allisonkpittman.com

Seraphina Darling has always struggled to  
stand out. With her weight issues at the 
forefront of her mind, Sephy prefers to place 
herself comfortably in the background. But 
when Sephy’s best friend and older brother 
announce their engagement, she vows to make 
a permanent change in her appearance and 
her life. As the Darling sisters move through 
tragedy and triumph, between shadows and 
the limelight, each must find a path into the 
freedom of who God intended her to be.

    carregardner.com

England, 1940. Clare Childs knew life would 
change when she unexpectedly inherited the 
Maggie Bright—a noble fifty-two-foot yacht.  
In fact, she’s counting on it. But the boat harbors 
secrets. When a stranger arrives, searching for 
documents hidden onboard, Clare is pulled into 
a Scotland Yard investigation that could shed 
light on Hitler’s darkest schemes and prompt 
America to action.The fate of the war hinges 
on this rescue. While two men join the  
desperate fight, a nation prays for a miracle. 

tracygroot.com

On Shifting Sand 
by Allison Pittman

Better All the Time  
by Carre Gardner

http://www.crazy4fiction.com/
http://allisonkpittman.com/
http://www.carregardner.com/
http://tracygroot.com
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WRITE TO US
402 BNA Drive, Ste 400, 
Nashville, TN 37217-2509

FIND US ONLINE  
www.FamilyFiction.com 

www.Facebook.com/FamilyFiction.Edge 
www.Twitter.com/FamilyFiction

TOSCA LEE
RETELLING THE LEGEND OF THE QUEEN OF SHEBA 
WITH HER LATEST BIBLICAL FICTION

GRACE LIVINGSTON HILL
CELEBRATE HER 150TH BIRTHDAY 
BY TAKING A LOOK BACK AT HER CAREER

START READING NOW!
AN SPECIAL EXCERPT FROM  
THE ART OF LOSING YOURSELF  
BY KATIE GANSHERT

http://www.FamilyFiction.com
http://www.Facebook.com/FamilyFiction.Edge
http://www.Twitter.com/FamilyFiction
paula.hanback
Typewritten Text
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but has she found  
    the man of her dreams?

She’S loSt her dream job—

In thIs texas romance,  

Blake makes Marisa believe 

in love at first sight, but what 

happens when she finds out 

who he really is?

AmandaCabot.com

start 

readIng

Free 
readIng 

group 
guIde 

Buy the 

Book 

http://assets.bakerpublishinggroup.com/processed/book-resources/files/Excerpt_9780800734350.pdf?1424888049&utm_source=FamilyFiction&utm_medium=ad&utm_term=R&utm_content=excerpt&utm_campaign=InFireflyValley
http://assets.bakerpublishinggroup.com/processed/book-resources/files/RGG_In_Firefly_Valley_Cabot.pdf?1425669867&utm_source=FamilyFiction&utm_medium=ad&utm_term=R&utm_content=rgg&utm_campaign=InFireflyValley
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=734351&event=ESRCG
www.Amandacabot.com


WriTe To us
402 BNA Drive, Ste 400, 
Nashville, TN 37217-2509

CLICK TO GO   

FinD us onLine  
www.FamilyFiction.com 

www.Facebook.com/FamilyFiction.Edge 
www.Twitter.com/FamilyFiction

amisH
Amy Clipston
Plus New Releases

HisToricaL
Tamera Alexander
Plus New Releases

romance
Amanda Cabot
Plus New Releases

conTemporary
Kathryn Cushman
Plus New Releases

check out a list of all new releases this month!
http://www.familyfiction.com/books/new-releases/

Watch recent book trailers here!
http://www.familyfiction.com/books/trailers/

MAY 2015deparTmenTs

What is your favorite 
memory of your mom?

family-
themed 
novels  
for mom

http://www.familyfiction.com/books/trailers/
http://www.FamilyFiction.com
http://www.Facebook.com/FamilyFiction.Edge
http://www.Twitter.com/FamilyFiction
http://www.familyfiction.com/books/new-releases/


 A  tale of 
temptation, 
grace, and 
unconditional 
love set in 
the glitz and 
glamour of 
golden age 
Hollywood.

FRANCINE
RIVERS

New York Times Bestselling Author

the new york times bestselling novel  
Now available in softcover, just in time for Mother’s Day!

Visit FrancineRivers.com 
to see her complete  
backlist including:

A Voice in the Wind 
978-1-4143-7549-6 

available at your local bookstore or online. TYNDALE and Tyndale’s quill logo are registered trademarks of  Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. 
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“Francine unlocks the 
longing in each one of  
us to connect to God in  
a deeper, life-changing  
way. No one reading  
her books will ever be  
the same again.” 
—Debbie Macomber,  
New York Times Bestselling author 

“Longtime fans of 
Francine Rivers will not 
be disappointed in this 
painful, moving, and 
triumphant tale  
of redemption.”  
 —USA Today

“Rivers (Redeeming Love) 
returns with a page-
turning recasting of the 
story of the prodigal son, 
here a prodigal daughter. 
. . . a well-told tale of 
redemption.”

—Publisher’s Weekly

A Lineage of Grace 
978-0-8423-5632-9 

Her Mother’s Hope 
978-1-4143-1864-6



WHo We are

sToCK PHoToGrAPHY FroM
ISTOCKPHOTO, THINKSTOCK,  
OR STOCKEXCHANGE UNLESS 
OTHERWISE NOTED

presents
Karen Kingsbury 

DeiDrA roMero 

Deidra Romero is a twenty-
something blogger and bookworm. 
She loves good company, good 
coffee and a good story. 
www.deidrawrites.com

reL MoLLeT 

Rel Mollet resides in Melbourne, 
Australia, with her movie-loving 
husband and three book-loving 
daughters.
www.relzreviewz.com

C.J. DArLinGTon

C.J.,the author of Bound by Guilt, is 
the cofounder of TitleTrakk.com. 
www.cjdarlington.com

A PUBLICATION OF SALEM PUBLISHING, A DIvISION OF  
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IWantHerBook.com
HowardBooksOnline.com

Proudly published by

Also available as an ebook.

Flossie Jayne sets out to defy those who say Tiffany’s mosaic 
chapel cannot be completed before the 1893 Chicago World’s 
Fair—least of all by young, inexperienced women. As Flossie 
flouts society’s restrictions on females, her ambitions become 
threatened from an unexpected quarter: her own heart.

A compelling historical novel about the 
woman behind Tiffany’s chapel—and the 
love that threatens it all. 

A NOVEL BY 
DEEANNE GIST

Tiffany 
Girl

http://www.HowardBooksOnline.com
http://www.IWantHerBook.com


Woman of
Mystery
Tosca Lee ReTeLLs The epic sToRy 

of The Queen of sheba

by Ashley Eastman
Illustration by Paula Rozelle Hanback

FAMILYFICTION.COMMAY 2015



or Tosca Lee, writing biblical 
fiction is not a burden she carries 
lightly. In her latest novel The Legend 
of Sheba: Rise of a Queen (Howard 
Books), she set out to shed light on 
the mysterious Queen of Sheba, who 
is briefly mentioned in the Bible but 
has managed to captivate scholars 
and theologians. Tosca wanted to 
explore questions: Who was this 
mysterious queen and how did her 
meeting with King Solomon change 
the course of history?

f

FAMILYFICTION.COMMAY 2015



Tosca says she was fascinated by the 
character of Bilquis, the Queen of Sheba. 

“I wanted to see what it would take for 
a woman to rise to such eminence in 
the ancient world, such security that 
she could leave a throne behind for the 
space of at least a year and a half—all 
to culminate in going toe-to-toe with 
the famous King Solomon.” She also 
admits that after writing two male 
protagonists in Demon and Iscariot, she 
desperately wanted to write another 
female character. 

The biblical account of Bilquis is 
told in 1 Kings chapter 10 and in 2 
Chronicles chapter 9. She visits King 

Solomon to inquire about everything 
she has heard of his majesty. She 
leaves impressed by his faith and 
overwhelmed by his success and 
wisdom. Though the biblical story is 
short, Tosca was able to flesh out the 
character of Bilquis to tell a much 
deeper tale. “This is a story about 
rising up out of difficulty and personal 
tragedy. Of using wit and sheer grit 
when necessary—and surrender and 
trust when those run out. It’s a story 
about the search for purpose and the 
desire to be truly known in a way that 
no human can completely satisfy. I 
think we can all identify with that.” 

“It’s A storY About the 
seArch for purpose  
And the desIre to be 

trulY known In A wAY  
thAt no huMAn cAn 

coMpletelY sAtIsfY.  
I thInk we cAn All 

IdentIfY wIth thAt.” 

FAMILYFICTION.COMMAY 2015



isMeni:   
An e-sHorT PreLuDe To 
THe LeGenD oF sHebA
Tosca Lee
Howard Books

THe LeGenD  
oF sHebA:   

rise oF A Queen
Tosca Lee

Howard Books

clIck HeRe foR MoRe  
INfoRMaTIoN oN IsMENI!

clIck HeRe foR MoRe 
INfoRMaTIoN oN sHEBA!

and time, and their actions must be 
consistent with human nature.”

The back of the book promises “An 
explosive retelling of the legendary 
king and queen and the nations that 
shaped history.” If anyone can deliver 
such a thing, it is award-winning, 
bestselling author Tosca Lee.

Right now you can read Tosca’s 
eShort prelude to The Legend of 
Sheba, titled Ismeni. It’s free across 
all digital platforms and provides an 
introduction to the protagonist herself, 
the Queen of Sheba.  FF

As far as the research for the novel 
goes, Tosca says that she keeps very 
detailed records and provides readers 
with her research at the back of the 
book, which is something any history 
buff will savor. When taking creative 
license with the facts of the story, Tosca 
adheres to some strict guidelines. “I 
have three criteria when it comes 
to writing biblical historical fiction 
in general: 1) It must adhere to the 
scriptural account. 2) It must adhere to 
the politics, religion and culture of the 
time. 3) Characters must be products 
of their culture, political situation 

FAMILYFICTION.COMMAY 2015

http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/tosca-lee/books/the-legend-of-sheba-rise-of-a-queen/
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the architect of
Christian Romance

Deidra Romero

FAMILYFICTION.COMMAY 2015



A Look at the Life and Work 
of Grace Livingston Hill

before there was a genre 
of christian romance, grace 

livingston Hill was writing 
inspirational stories of love, 

redemption, hope and faith. With 
over 100 book and short stories to 

her credit written from 1887 until 
her death in 1947, grace spent her 

lifetime writing. What makes her 
work unique is that she was not filling 

a mold of christian fiction. She was 
making the mold with her own hands at 

her typewriter over those 60 years.

That book, A Chautauqua Idyl, was 
published in 1887 when Grace was just 
22 years old. It turned out for Grace 
that writing as a necessity to earn a 
living would be a pattern—after the 
death of her husband, to support her 
daughters and herself, and after a 
tragic failed marriage. 

But financial support was not Grace’s 
main motivation. The woman was a 
powerhouse of plots and characters 
and innovation. According to Daena M. 
Creel, who maintains gracelivingstonhill.

second marriage?

Grace was born in 1865 to a 
Presbyterian minister and his wife, 
both of whom were writers. It seemed 
writing was in her blood; her aunt 
Isabella was also a writer. When Grace’s 
family didn’t have enough money to 
take a vacation to New York from their 
home in Florida, she decided she would 
simply sell a book to raise funds. And 
that she did. 

Her first manuscript took her one 
month to complete and she secured 
a publisher almost immediately. 

FAMILYFICTION.COMMAY 2015



com, “I think it’s less about a single 
motivation and more about using her 
God-given talent in a way that was very 
natural for her. Frankly, she couldn’t 
help but write. It was all around her; 
it was in the very air she breathed 
growing up.”

A modern reader will immediately 
note that Grace’s books are unique. She 
breaks a lot of the “rules” of writing 
today. She does a lot of telling instead 
of showing. The pacing is not what you 
will find in novels today, but the stories 
are powerful page-turners. Her novels, 
like most turn-of-the-century literature, 
read elegantly. The facts are reliable 
because Grace wasn’t researching from 
her home computer or visiting local 
historical sites—she was living in the 
times, wearing the fashions, reading 
the newspaper, and talking with 
friends. She lived and imagined the 
stories she wrote about. 

Barbour Publishing is currently 
reprinting many of Grace’s books with 
the hope of introducing them to an 
entirely new generation of readers. 
Barbour has developed a working 
relationship with Grace’s son, Bob, who 

holds the copyrights to most of her 
works. According to Rebecca German, 
editor of the project, “We started with 
Bob’s list and we really weren’t too 
choosy about which books to do when, 
as we have planned to do at least all 
that Bob had given us. That is 64 books. 
There are another 38 titles we may 
continue with later.” 

Barbour has neatly packaged a few 
of Grace’s novels together so readers 
can purchase one eBook and get a 
collection that all share a common 
theme. Their newest release, G.I. Brides, 
comprises three novels from her Love 
Endures series. They are all stories of 
WWII brides waiting for their loves to 
return home after the war.  FF

G.i. briDes
LOvE ENDURES
Grace Livingston Hill
Barbour Books

“frAnklY, she couldn’t help but wrIte. It wAs All Around 
her; It wAs In the verY AIr she breAthed growIng up.”

reAD More onLine!:  http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/authors/grace-livingston-hill/books/gi-brides-love-endures/

FAMILYFICTION.COMMAY 2015

�http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/authors/grace-livingston-hill/books/gi-brides-love-endures/
�http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/authors/grace-livingston-hill/books/gi-brides-love-endures/


Go on a readinG adventure with diann Mills,
Romance with the thrill of suspense and a touch of adventure!

Can a ConviCted Criminal be trusted 
to help solve their Case,

or will he lead theM straiGht into a double cross?

Praise for 
the houston  
fBi series:

“[A] fast-moving,  
intricately plotted 
thriller.”                
       – Publishers Weekly

“As romantic as it is 
exciting, Firewall will 
appeal to fans of Dee 
Henderson’s romantic 
suspense stories.”  
       – Booklist

“The tension level rises 
as layers of lies are 
peeled away in multiple 
plot twists.” 
       – Library Journal, 
                starred review

all titles available at your favorite retailer or at www.diannmills.com
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fBI Agent Laurel 
Evertson’s investigation takes 
an unexpected twist when 
key evidence leads her to 
a felon she arrested on her 
first undercover assignment 
who becomes her best lead. 
Houston Police Officer 
Daniel Hilton is forced to 
work with Laurel against his 
will, but he’s quickly drawn to 
her zeal and agrees to follow 
her lead.  As the unlikely trio 
uncovers evidence suggesting 
the case is more deadly than 
they imagined, they find 
themselves in the crosshairs 
of a killer. 

Can they trust  
Wilmington’s Claims 
of redemPtion, or 
is he leading them 
straight into a  
douBle Cross?

DiAnn Mills is a best-selling author who believes 
her readers should expect an adventure. She currently 
has more than fifty-five books published. Her titles have 
appeared on the CBA and ECPA bestseller lists and have 
won placements through the American Christian Fiction 
Writer’s Carol Awards and Inspirational Reader’s Choice 
awards. DiAnn won the Christy Award in 2010 and 2011.

CheCk out these other titles from diann mills!

TYNDALE and Tyndale’s quill logo are registered trademarks of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.

diannmills.Com

http://www.diannmills.com/books/
http://www.diannmills.com/books/


SIde by SIde by JAnA KeLLey
Jana Kelley’s story of a young Christian American who 
discovers danger and hope on the streets of Khartoum, 
Sudan, is inspired by real-life events. Mia’s mother heart 
is tested when her life intersects with upper-class Arab 
student Halimah, a young girl who finds herself risking 
all. Side by Side (New Hope Publishers) will challenge and 
encourage.
http://www.familyfiction.com/books/side-by-side/

family-themed 
novels for mom

Rel Mollet

FIndInG Me by KATHryn CuSHMAn
Kelli Huddleston’s life has been one of great loss and tragedy, 
from the loss of her mother and siblings as an infant and then 
her father’s untimely death. When she uncovers evidence 
that the story of her life as she knew it was a fabrication, she 
determines to reveal the truth. Finding Me (Bethany House) is 
an intense and emotional journey, not to be missed.
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/kathryn-cushman/books/finding-me/

siDe bY siDe
Jana Kelley
New Hope Publishers

FinDinG Me
Kathryn Cushman
Bethany House

as Mother’s day approaches, family and friendship become a focus. These five 
tales shed light on the impact of mothering, the strength of family ties, and the 
threads of faith that draw them together.

FAMILYFICTION.COMMAY 2015

http://www.familyfiction.com/books/side-by-side/
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/kathryn-cushman/books/finding-me/
http://www.familyfiction.com/books/side-by-side/
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/kathryn-cushman/books/finding-me/


THe LeGACy by dAn WALSH & GAry SMALLey
The riveting conclusion to Walsh & Smalley’s Restoration 
series, The Legacy (Revell), shows a family desperate to 
reach their wayward son. Doug Anderson has been drifting 
away from his faith and family for some time and he 
continues to push them away, along with Christina, who is 
slowly falling in love with a man who does not want her.  
A crisis challenges Doug to alter the course of his life.
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/dan-walsh/books/the-legacy-the-restoration-4/

THe ArT OF LOSInG yOurSeLF  
by KATIe GAnSHerT
Katie Ganshert engages readers’ hearts and minds as she 
tackles complex family relationships in her latest novel, 
The Art of Losing Yourself (WaterBrook Press). Carman 
Hart is struggling in life, concerned about her marriage 
and wondering if God truly exists. When their mother 
disappears, Carmen must take in her wild teenage sister, 
Gracie, and manage her Aunt Ingrid, whom they are slowly 
losing to dementia. 
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/katie-ganshert/books/the-art-of-losing-yourself/

On SHIFTInG SAnd by ALLISOn PITTMAn
Garnering rave reviews, Allison Pittman’s story of love, 
betrayal and scandal, On Shifting Sand (Tyndale), is a 
must-read for those who desire a compelling and complex 
tale. Nola Merrill is a preacher’s wife, living in Featherling, 
Oklahoma, during the Dust Bowl. As Nola privately battles 
shame over her choices, she struggles to give and accept 
forgiveness. 
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/allison-pittman/books/on-shifting-sand/

THe LeGACY
THE RESTORATION SERIES #4
Dan Walsh & Gary Smalley
Revell

THe ArT oF LosinG 
YourseLF
Katie Ganshert
WaterBrook Press

on sHiFTinG sAnD
Allison Pittman
Tyndale
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What is the best thing about spring?

C.J. Darlingtonone QuesTion MAY 2015

KIM VOGeL SAWyer: I treasure the memory of 
snuggling up next to Mom and listening to her read. 
Book after book after book … she never said no when it came 
to reading to me. She inspired my deep love of reading and no 
doubt contributed toward my desire to one day write books that 
mothers and daughters could share. My mother is a treasure 

trove of sound advice! Besides the requisite, “Always wear clean underwear in 
case you’re in an accident,” two instructions I’ve always heeded are “Let Jesus be 
your strength and guide,” and “If someone speaks ill of you, live in such a way no 
one would believe it.” She modeled these maxims for me, always trusting even in 
the toughest times and striving to honor God with her life. My mom isn’t perfect, 
but she’s about as close as a human can get. I’m very blessed to call her Mother.
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/kim-vogel-sawyer/

MIndy STArnS CLArK: When I was young, my older brother 
and I were both home sick and getting more on each other’s 
nerves by the day. Nothing Mama did would stop our bickering—
until she finally reached her limit. Without a word, she came in 
with a bottle of whipped cream—and promptly sprayed it on our 
heads. Stunned at first, soon we were both laughing hysterically 

as she covered us head to toe in whipped cream.
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/mindy-starns-clark/

MArGAreT dALey: One of my favorite memories of my 
mom was when we would drive down to Mississippi to see my 
grandmother and aunt. I had so much fun while there, seeing 
family, putting on plays with my cousin, exploring Laurel.  
Mom made it special for us.
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/margaret-daley/

With Mother’s day upon us … We had to ask some of our favorite 
authors, “What is your favorite memory of your mom growing up 

and/or the best piece of advice she ever gave you?”
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BESTSELLING FICTION AUTHORS LOVE 
  THE TRUTH IN THE VOICE BIBLE

 
“The Voice has illuminated Scripture in such a new and fresh way that  

I can’t wait to open it every morning! I love the way it translates LORD as 
The Eternal. Familiar passages are suddenly much more clear and vivid. 

I love this Bible!” - Colleen Coble

VISIT HEARTHEVOICE.COM TO LEARN MORE

“Coble doesn’t disappoint with her custom blend 
of suspense and romance.” - Publishers Weekly

  

A vacation to Sunset Cove was her way of 
celebrating and thanking her parents. After 
 all, Claire Dellamore’s childhood was like a 

fairytale. But with the help of Luke Elwell, Claire 
discovers that fairytale was really an elaborate 
lie. As Claire and Luke put together the pieces 

 of a decades-old mystery, they discover that 
  some family secrets refuse to stay buried.

USA Today bestselling Author

COLLEEN
COBLE

welcomes readers to Sunset Cove 
 and a brand new series!

Grab your next favorite beach read today!

http://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/290294945;117452169;p
http://www.hearthevoice.com/


A Simple prAyer
The hearTs of The  
LancasTer Grand hoTeL #4
amy clipston
Zondervan

Amy Clipston
Ashley Eastman

Author Amy Clipston writes Amish fiction readers love. Her novels 
are insights into the culture, life and faith of Plain people. She 
shared with us about her most recent release, A Simple Prayer 
(Zondervan), the fourth book in her Hearts of the Lancaster Grand 
Hotel series. Amy also gave us a yummy Amish recipe for Crumbly 
Peach Pie!

How did you come up with the idea for this 
book or series?
The Hearts of the Lancaster Grand Hotel 
series features women who work at the 
fictional Lancaster Grand Hotel. The 
series was inspired by the Berlin Grand 
Hotel in Berlin, Ohio, which I visited 
in 2011 while I was on a book tour 
with two other Amish fiction authors, 
Shelley Shepard Gray and Vannetta 
Chapman. When we visited the hotel, 
Alicia Mey, the marketing representative 
from Zondervan, suggested I write 
a series about Amish women who 
work in a high-end hotel and show the 
juxtaposition of the Plain life with the 
fancy English (non-Amish) life.

Tell us about the main characters. Who are 
they? What makes them unique? 
As the sole survivor of a buggy accident 
that left her orphaned at age 4, Linda 
Zook was reluctantly raised by her 
Uncle Reuben. She longs to be worthy of 
someone, but the lasting trauma of her 
injuries and embittered upbringing by 
her uncle have destroyed her self-worth.

Aaron Ebersol left the Amish 
community 17 years ago when he 
could no longer bear the restrictions 
or the constant tension with his father. 
Despite years of unanswered letters 
to his parents, and the roots he’s put 
down in Missouri, Aaron rushes back 
to the Amish community of Paradise, 
Pennsylvania, after receiving word 
of his mother’s stroke. Hesitant to get 
too close to the family he was once a 
part of, he decides to stay at the Heart 
of Paradise Bed & Breakfast. He soon 
encounters Linda, working there part-
time, and the two find they have a lot 
in common.

AMISH

reAd mOre Online!:  http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/amy-clipston/books/a-simple-prayer-hearts-of-the-lancaster-grand-hotel/
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in one sentence, what is this book about?
Two emotionally broken people looking 
for love and acceptance.

How do you believe this story relates to 
the lives of readers?
I believe that we’ve all suffered from 
some sort of rejection in our lives, 
whether it’s from a family member or 
a friend. Everyone has been hurt and 
knows what it’s like to feel alone. 

What is your favorite genre to write for?
I love writing Amish books. I have an 
Amish friend who helps me with my 
research, and I enjoy sharing ideas 
with her and getting her feedback. I 
love finding new ways to tell an Amish 
story, and I respect the culture. I learn 
more about the culture when I write a 
new book. I enjoy watching people and 
listening to how they speak and react 

to things, and I try to bring that out in 
my writing. 

Are you working on the next book  
in the series?
Currently, I’m working on a new series, 
which features a new Amish family 
and will be based in Bird-in-Hand, 
Pennsylvania. The first book will debut 
in November 2015.

you’ve posted some delicious-looking 
Amish recipes on your website. do you 
incorporate these into your novels and  
do you have a favorite?
My first Amish series, the Kauffman 
Amish Bakery series, featured several 
recipes in each of the five books.  
Crumbly Peach Pie was the favorite of 
Timothy Kauffman, who was featured 
in my book A Place of Peace. Timothy 
is one of my favorite characters, so I 
thought I’d include that recipe here:

Crumbly peach pie

1 9-inch pie shell, unbaked
1 cup sugar
¼ cup flour
1 tsp cinnamon
1/8 tsp nutmeg
1 stick butter
8 large peach halves
¼ cup water

Mix together the sugar, flour, cinnamon and nutmeg, then mix in 
butter until crumbly. sprinkle half of the mixture in the bottom of 
the pie shell. arrange peach halves cut side down over crumbs. 
cover with remaining crumbs. Then, add the water and bake for  
10 minutes at 450 degrees, then for 30 minutes at 350 degrees.
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amisH

MeeK AnD MiLD
AMISH TURNS OF TIME
Oliva Newport
Shiloh Run Press

An AMisH CrADLe
A NOvELLA 
COLLECTION
Beth Wiseman,  
Amy Clipston, 
Kathleen Fuller & 
vannetta Chapman
Thomas Nelson

A siMPLe PrAYer
HEARTS OF THE 
LANCASTER GRAND 
HOTEL #4
Amy Clipston
Zondervan

DeAr To Me
BRIDES OF WEBSTER 
COUNTy #3
Wanda Brunstetter
Barbour Books

THe PosTCArD
THE AMISH OF 
JAMESPORT #2
Laura v. Hilton
Whitaker House

THe Love LeTTers
Beverly Lewis
Bethany House

A FAiTH oF 
 Her oWn
MIDDLEFIELD AMISH
Kathleen Fuller
Thomas Nelson

WHen GrACe sinGs
THE ZIMMERMAN 
RESTORATION TRILOGy
Kim vogel Sawyer
WaterBrook Press

THe DeCision
PRAIRIE STATE 
FRIENDS
Wanda Brunstetter
Shiloh Run Press

AnnA’s CrossinG
AMISH BEGINNINGS
Suzanne Woods Fisher
Revell
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tAMerA AlexAnder

To Win Her FAvor
BELLE MEADE PLANTATION #2
Tamera Alexander
Zondervan

Historical novels have the power to transport readers to exciting 
and interesting times. Tamera alexander’s new book delivers 
that escapist’s dream. Readers will feel they are living during the 
Reconstruction alongside Maggie linden and cullen Mcgrath as 
they both struggle to make sense of the new world around them 
and forge a distinct path toward their dreams. Tamera answers 
our questions about this captivating historical tale, To Win Her Favor (Zondervan).

This book is the second in your belle Meade 
Plantation series. Can you tell us where the 
story picks up in the series? is it directly 
connected to the first book?
Each of the Belle Meade Plantation 
novels are standalone novels, so each 
tells a complete story. However, you 
might just catch a glimpse of Ridley and 
Olivia from To Whisper Her Name in To 
Win Her Favor (releasing May 2015). 
But Cullen and Maggie’s story definitely 
takes center stage in To Win Her Favor, 
the second of three novels in the Belle 
Meade Plantation series. 

Coming in July is a Belle Meade 
Plantation novella—To Mend a Dream. 
To Mend a Dream continues the story 
of a secondary character we meet in 
To Win Her Favor, Savannah Darby. 
Savannah is Maggie’s closest friend 
and while we learn about Savannah’s 
struggles in To Win Her Favor, the 

culmination of her story is told in To 
Mend a Dream, a novella in a Southern 
novella collection entitled Among the 
Fair Magnolias (written with authors 
Shelley Shepard Gray, Dorothy Love 
and Elizabeth Musser).

You are a resident of nashville, which is a 
city rich with culture and history. is this 
why you chose to set your series there?
I’ve always had a love of history—
Southern history, specifically. Being 
from Atlanta, I grew up around 
antebellum homes, so when I was in 
Nashville on a business trip in 2004 
with my daughter, we toured the 
Belmont Mansion, and I knew then 
I wanted to someday write about 
Belmont’s fascinating history (A 
Lasting Impression and A Beauty So 
Rare). Likewise, when I learned about 
Belle Meade’s thoroughbred legacy, the 
ideas started coming (for To Whisper 
Her Name and To Win Her Favor). I’m 
honored to write about these two 
Nashville estates and their real history. 
It never gets old for me.

HisToricaL
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How much of the novel is based on  
actual events and how much is from  
your imagination?
The backdrop of the novel—Nashville’s 
history, the Belle Meade mansion, 
outbuildings of the estate, the family 
members, and most of the servants 
at Belle Meade—are from history. I 
often take documented historical 
events—such as parties, horse races, 
or catastrophic occurrences—and 
weave them into the fabric of my stories. 
Then I intertwine a fictional story that 
follows the journey of a male and female 
protagonist within that story world. In 
To Win Her Favor, that’s Cullen McGrath 
and Maggie Linden.

The basis for Cullen’s character is 
founded in the history of Irishmen who 
came to Nashville in the 1850–70s, and 
who faced very real prejudice from 
Nashville residents. Likewise, Maggie’s 
character was inspired by accounts 
of women who were formerly landed 
gentry (from wealthy families who 
were major land owners) but who lost 
everything following the war and the 

How many times did you visit the actual 
belle Meade Plantation while writing  
this book?
Oh gracious, I’ve lost count of how 
many times I’ve been out there (Belle 
Meade is only 25 minutes from my 
house). Just two weeks ago, I met a 
book club of about 30 women at Belle 
Meade. They were from Alabama, 
having a girls’ weekend out! After 
they toured the mansion, we walked 
down to the old Harding cabin, one of 
my favorite places at Belle Meade, and 
where Belle Meade all began. No visit to 
Belle Meade is complete for me without 
stopping by that cabin. It has such a 
presence about it. 

I’m grateful to Belle Meade’s director, 
Alton Kelley (a descendant of the 
Harding family who owned Belle 
Meade in the 1800s), and to Jenny Lamb 
(educational director) for opening up 
the family files, letters and artifacts to 
me. I couldn’t write these books with 
such historical detail about the house, 
the family members and the servants 
without Belle Meade’s assistance.

As I reAd And reseArched for To Win Her Favor, I often 
found MY own eMotIons stIrred bY reAl events thAt 

occurred In nAshvIlle durIng reconstructIon.
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changes that conflict brought. The rest 
of the details are filled in by asking 
myself the question writers constantly 
ask themselves, “What if…?”

How was this book different from other 
projects you have worked on?
To Win Her Favor is definitely one 
of the more passionate stories I’ve 
written, and I don’t mean that solely 
in a romantic sense. From the start, 
this story was simply more evocative 
because it delves into the intimacies 
of a marriage of convenience, and also 
explores prejudice within a marriage—
in addition to examining the prejudices 
between former slave owners and 
former slaves. Everyone was learning 

how to be with each other in that 
time period, learning where the new 
boundaries were, where everyone fit. 

As I read and researched for To 
Win Her Favor, I often found my own 
emotions stirred by real events 
that occurred in Nashville during 
Reconstruction. At times, the accounts 
were repugnant and heartbreaking. Yet 
at others, they were remarkably soul-
stirring and bore promising whispers of 
fresh hope.

Bonus! You can view vignettes filmed 
on location at Belle Meade Plantation, 
the setting of To Whisper Her Name and 
To Win Her Favor, on the Belle Meade 
Plantation novels page on Tamera’s 
website! 

Belle Meade plantation is located in 
Belle Meade, Tennessee, just outside 
of Nashville. It was built in the 1820s 
and expanded in 1839 to become a 
5,400 acre plantation. Belle Meade 
was known for its thoroughbreds, 
many of whom were racing horses. 
This aspect of the plantation’s 
history plays an important role in 
Tamera’s book, To Win Her Favor. 
Belle Meade, French for “beautiful 
meadow,” is now a museum and 
event center accepting visitors 
seven days a week. 

BeLLe meade pLanTaTion

FinD ouT More AbouT THe riCH HisTorY oF beLLe MeADe PLAnTATion!

FAMILYFICTION.COMMAY 2015

http://www.tameraalexander.com/bellemeadeplantationnovels.html
http://www.tameraalexander.com/bellemeadeplantationnovels.html
http://bellemeadeplantation.com/


SPEND YOUR AFTERNOONS WITH  
YOUR FAvORITE mUSIc AND HOST
KAREN KINGSBURY!

NY TImES BEST-SELLING 

AUTHOR AND cOmPELLING 

ON-AIR STORYTELLER

KAREN HAS:

• Written 60+ Novels

•  Had 15 of Her Books  

Reach the #1 Best  

Seller Position

•  More than 25 Million  

of Her Books  

Currently in Print

LISTEN WEEKDAYS FROm 2 Pm–7 Pm 
ON TODAYScHRISTIANmUSIc.cOm

.com

http://www.TodaysChristianMusic.com
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sHADoW oF 
THe MounTAin:  
exoDus
SHADOW OF THE 
MOUNTAIN #1
Cliff Graham
Bethany House

rAnGer To  
THe resCue
HEARTSONG 
PRESENTS
Renae Brumbaugh
Love Inspired

TiFFAnY GirL
Deeanne Gist
Howard Books

WiLD WesT 
briDes:   
3 oLD WesT 
roMAnCes
Lori Copeland
Shiloh Run Press

To Win Her FAvor
BELLE MEADE 
PLANTATION #2
Tamera Alexander
Zondervan

As Love bLooMs
THE GREGORy  
SISTERS #3
Lorna Seilstad
Revell

THe LeGenD  
oF sHebA:   
rise oF A Queen
Tosca Lee
Howard Books

THe HunTress 
oF THornbeCK 
ForesT
A MEDIEvAL  
FAIRy TALE
Melanie Dickerson
Thomas Nelson

A HeArT’s DAnGer
A JOURNEy OF 
THE HEART #3
Colleen Coble
Thomas Nelson

WAGon TrAin 
sWeeTHeArT
JOURNEy WEST
Lacy Williams
Love Inspired

HisToricaL  

MoRe NeW ReleaSeS oNlINe: http://www.familyfiction.com/genres/historical/books
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ROMANCE AMAndA cAbot

from a vacation my husband and I 
took to what was supposed to be a 
wonderful resort in the Adirondack 
Mountains. The setting was gorgeous, 
but the resort itself was run down. 
Picture leaking roofs and paddle 
boats, undependable electricity and 
uninspired meals. It was far from a 
perfect week, and yet I could see the 
potential in the resort. That started 
my brain whirling. Eventually, my 
game of “what if?” resulted in the 
creation of the fictional Rainbow’s End 
and the people who would turn it from 
failing to fabulous.

As for the Texas setting, I spent my 
early childhood in a small town in 
Texas and have never forgotten how 
beautiful the state is and what a warm 
welcome visitors find there. A visit 
to the Hill Country cemented my love 
for the Lone Star State and resulted in 

This novel begins as a classic love story—
boy meets girl—but then something 
unexpected happens. Can you give us a 
hint at what it is that turns this love story 
on its head?
I don’t want to give away too much of 
the story, because that would spoil 
the fun of reading it, but I will say that 
Marisa has a lot of healing to do as a 
result of events from her childhood. 
That’s created some deep-seated fears, 
and unfortunately, one aspect of Blake’s 
life triggers those fears.

In Firefly Valley is the second book in your 
Texas Crossroads series. What inspired 
the series? And why did you want to set it 
in Texas?
I’ve been known to say that inspiration 
can come from anywhere, and in the 
case of this series, that proved to be 
true. The immediate inspiration came 

in FireFLY vALLeY
TEXAS CROSSROADS #2
Amanda Cabot
Revell

amanda cabot writes classic and entertaining romance novels. 
Her most recent novel, In Firefly Valley (Revell), expands her Texas 
crossroads series, which, according to amanda, is unlike anything 
she’s ever written. 
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not only this series but my historical 
trilogy, Texas Dreams.

What makes your characters interesting  
or lovable?
Dare I say that it’s because they’re 
human? Though Marisa and Blake 
have been successful professionally, 
like most of us, they have insecurities 
and obstacles to overcome. For me, 
the appeal of a love story is watching 
the characters grow and seeing 
how love can heal their hurts and 
strengthen them.  

Why do you think readers will connect 
with this book?
While I hope that very few of my 
readers will have experienced the 
heartache that Marisa has endured, I 
believe they’ll be able to identify with 
some of her and Blake’s problems 

and will root for them to find their 
happily-ever-after.  

How was this book different from your 
previous projects?
The biggest difference is that it’s a 
contemporary romance, whereas my 
previous books (with the obvious 
exception of At Bluebonnet Lake, the 
first of the Texas Crossroads trilogy) 
have been historicals. Writing about 
modern times has given me the 
opportunity to address challenges 
that nineteenth-century women would 
never have experienced, such as being 
downsized. At the same time, the 
overall themes—love, forgiveness and 
the healing that comes from God’s 
love—remain constant.  

“the AppeAl of A love storY Is wAtchIng the 
chArActers grow And seeIng how love cAn 

heAl theIr hurts And strengthen theM.”
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click on a book cover for more information

THe inn AT 
oCeAn’s eDGe
SUNSET COvE
Colleen Coble
Thomas Nelson

THe LeGACY
THE RESTORATION #4
Dan Walsh and  
Gary Smalley
Revell

FroM THe sTArT
Melissa Tagg
Bethany House

GooDbYe, 
MAGnoLiA
Krista Noorman
Amazon Digital

A WorTHY suiTor
HEARTSONG 
PRESENTS
Jennifer AlLee
Love Inspired

WHenever You 
CoMe ArounD
A KING’S MEADOW 
ROMANCE
Robin Lee Hatcher
Thomas Nelson

suMMer briDes:   
A YeAr oF 
WeDDinGs 
noveLLA 
CoLLeCTion
Beth Wiseman, 
Marybeth Whalen & 
Debra Clopton 
Zondervan

Love Arrives  
in PieCes
Betsy St. Amant
Zondervan

esCAPe To 
PArADise TriLoGY
MaryLu Tyndall
Shiloh Run Press

everY briDe 
neeDs A GrooM
BRIDES WITH STyLE
Janice Hanna 
Thompson
Revell

MoRe NeW ReleaSeS oNlINe: http://www.familyfiction.com/genres/romance/books
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FinDinG Me
Kathryn Cushman
Bethany House

If you crave a good family drama that will keep you turning pages 
with that have-to-find-out feeling, then you will love kathryn 
cushman’s new release, Finding Me (bethany House). When 
kelli Huddleston’s father and stepmother die in an accident, she 
discovers a startling truth—her father faked his death once 
before! Questions take over as kelli seeks the truth. can she find 
her real mother? What about her brother and sister? could her father 
have faked his death again? kathryn answers a few of our questions 
about this exciting new novel.

We all love good family drama novels 
where secrets are uncovered. What 
inspired this book? 
It was actually the combination of a 
couple of different news stories I saw 
involving men who fled from their old 
lives and started new ones. I lumped 
them together, added my own spin, and 
from there, the ideas started flowing.

Would you classify this as a  
suspense novel? 
A lot of the early reviews I’m seeing are 
calling it suspense or mystery. I think it 
is still mostly women’s fiction, but with 
a definite mystery element to it.

What are some of the issues of the heart 
this book tackles? 
The protagonist is trying to deal 
with the fact that her father, the man 
she trusted with all her heart, has 
been lying to her all of her life. It’s a 
betrayal that runs deep and she tried 
to make sense of it. Spiritually, it deals 
with the question of why being a good 
person is not good enough. Also, it 
clearly shows what happens if you 
take sound biblical doctrine and start 
watering it down and twisting it to 
justify what you are doing.

What do you think readers will enjoy the 
most about this book? 
I hope my readers will enjoy their own 
search for the truth, while they watch 
Kelli slowly find discover it for herself.

conTemporary kAthrYn cushMAn

reAD More onLine!: http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/kathryn-cushman/books/finding-me/ MoRe NeW ReleaSeS oNlINe: http://www.familyfiction.com/genres/contemporary/books

FAMILYFICTION.COMMAY 2015

http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/kathryn-cushman/books/finding-me/
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/kathryn-cushman/books/finding-me/
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MirACLe AT THe 
HiGHer GrounDs 
CAFe
Max Lucado with  
Eric Newman & 
Candace Lee
Thomas Nelson

HeAven HeLP 
HeiDi
FAMILy OF THE HEART
Sally John
Harvest House

WHere rivers 
PArT
TEXAS GOLD
Kellie Coates Gilbert
Revell

As WATers 
Gone bY
Cynthia Ruchti
Abingdon Press

FinDinG Me
Kathryn Cushman
Bethany House

suMMer bY 
suMMer
Heather Burch
Blink

vinnie’s Diner
Jennifer AlLee
Abingdon Press

THe ArT oF 
LosinG YourseLF
Katie Ganshert
WaterBrook Press

ConversATions 
WiTH sAinT 
bernArD
Jim Kraus
Abingdon Press

HAnD Me DoWn 
HusbAnD
Rosanna Huffman
Abingdon Press

conTemporary

MoRe NeW ReleaSeS oNlINe: http://www.familyfiction.com/genres/contemporary/books

FAMILYFICTION.COMMAY 2015

http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/kathryn-cushman/books/finding-me/
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/heather-burch/books/summer-by-summer/
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/jennifer-allee/books/vinnie-s-diner/
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/katie-ganshert/books/the-art-of-losing-yourself/
http://www.familyfiction.com/genres/contemporary/books
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/jim-kraus/books/conversations-with-saint-bernard/
http://www.familyfiction.com/books/hand-me-down-husband/
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/max-lucado/books/miracle-at-the-higher-grounds-cafe/
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/sally-john/books/heaven-help-heidi-family-of-the-heart/
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/kellie-coates-gilbert/books/where-rivers-part-texas-gold/
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/cynthia-ruchti/books/as-waters-gone-by/


EXCERPTSPECIAL

START READING NOW
An Excerpt From The Art of Losing 
Yourself by Katie Ganshert

Provided by WaterBrook Press

Katie Ganshert loves writing stories about redemption and how 
God moves into a situation to restore what appears lost. In her new 
novel, The Art of Losing Yourself (WaterBrook Press), one woman 
is forced to confront the bleak reality of her life presented with 
a pretty exterior. Forging a relationship with the half-sister she 
doesn’t know might be enough to help her discover the truth.  

I could almost feel the seam splitting apart as I drove across the 
Bob Sike’s Bridge, heading eastbound on a stretch of two-lane 
highway called county road 399. Resort hotels and high-rise 
condominiums shrunk in size and grandeur and frequency the 
farther I drove away from the tourist hub that was Pensacola 
Beach, eventually giving way to a breathtaking view of emerald 
waters and white sand, dotted with sea oats and yucca and 
scrubby growth.

The Treasure Chest, formerly known as La Tresor Motel, was 
established in 1939 by my great-grandfather, Frank Sideris, with 
the financial backing of his good friend, Charles Darrow, whose 
invention of the game Monopoly earned him millions during our 
nation’s worst depression. Back then, the motel had been the first 
of its kind on Santa Rosa Island, ushering in an era of roadside 
hospitality. When Frank passed on, he left the motel to his 
youngest daughter, who happened to be my aunt Ingrid. She loved 
the place every bit as much as he did and made it her life’s breath 
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to see it thrive. Now, however, The Treasure Chest was a dying 
breed, no longer just the first, but also the last of its kind on Santa 
Rosa Island.

Ten minutes from Navarre Beach with more high-rises ahead 
in the distance, I spotted the motel sign growing up from the 
side of the road, its neon lights darkened now for months. During 
prime tourist season, no less. As I turned into the parking lot, 
vacant except for a lone police cruiser, the seam of longing split 
apart completely. I couldn’t stitch it back together if I tried. Aunt 
Ingrid’s pride and joy looked much more like a rent-by-the-
hour establishment than the family-friendly resting stop it had 
always been. The once-charming art-deco-meets-vintage-1960s 
thirteen-unit motel, complete with neon and chrome accents, sat 
abandoned and derelict on what must have been an incredibly 
valuable chunk of real-estate.

How had this happened?
I thought about the past four years—Gerald’s unexpected death, 

helping Aunt Ingrid through her grief, assuming her forgetfulness 
would ebb with time, noticing instead that it was only getting 
worse. The doctor’s diagnosis, moving her into Pine Ridge, getting 
her adjusted to life at the care facility, all while dealing with my 
own secret losses. I had made a promise to Aunt Ingrid that I 
would look after her baby, but over the past two and a half years, 
I’d barely been out here at all.

I stepped out into the balmy air and nodded hello to the woman 
standing by her police cruiser. Beneath her deputy’s hat, she had a 
mass of freckles on her face and wore her carrot-red hair in a long 
braid down her back. “Deputy Ernst,” she said, extending her arm. 

“You’re the proprietor’s daughter?”
“I’m the proprietor’s great-niece. My father’s her nephew, as well 

as her power of attorney.” Which technically put him in charge of 
the property. “He lives in Gainesville, so he asked me to come in 
his place.” I surveyed the units forming a U around the drained, 
kidney-shaped pool, installed for vacationers who’d rather swim 
in water uninfested with sharks and jellyfish. “He said something 
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about a break-in?”
Deputy Ernst nodded. “A tourist taking a run along the beach 

called in the report this morning. He saw someone lurking on the 
property, thought it was suspicious. So he gave our precinct a call. 
Whoever it was isn’t around anymore, but I think they left some 
things behind.”

“Some things?”
She motioned for me to follow her.
As we approached the entrance to the front office, something 

inside of me wilted. Boards had been rent loose. Windows had 
been broken. At some point, vandals had spray-painted crass 
words along the stucco facade. The offensive artwork dribbled 
onto the glass block surrounding the office doors.

“I grew up in Mobile,” Deputy Ernst said. “Every summer my 
family would pile into the van and drive along the coast until we 
got to my meemaw’s house in Rosewood. We’d stop at places like 
this along the way. We even stopped here a handful of times.”

Aunt Ingrid would love the deputy’s story.
“Most of the mom-and-pop motels we used to stay at lost the 

battle to those boys over there.” She nodded a mile or so east, to 
a skyline that towered with hotels lining Navarre Beach. They 
crept closer with each passing year. “It’s a shame to see this one 
so beat up.”

She nudged the front office door open with her foot. We stepped 
inside, our shoes crunching over bits of debris and glass, and a 
small gasp tumbled from my lips. “Did the trespasser do this?”

“I’m not sure. The graffiti isn’t fresh. I’m willing to bet that was 
the result of some bored teenagers over the summer. The rest, 
though, I can’t tell.”

Whoever it had been took extra care to ruin the little that 
remained inside, smashing an old-fashioned rotary phone, a 
couple of chairs, and the framed art on the walls, including the 
vintage monopoly board signed by Charles Darrow himself. 
Thankfully, they must not have known who the man was, because 
they left it behind.
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A string of desperation threaded itself around my mess of 
emotions, pulling them together in a bundle more pathetic than 
the motel. It wasn’t so much the vandalism that had me shaken 
as much as what was underneath the vandalism—the signs of 
neglect, of erosion, of slowly falling into disrepair. Thick layers 
of dust on all the surfaces, grime on the unbroken windows, the 
worn carpet and the cobwebs and the peeling paint. All of it hit 
too close to home.

“I think whoever broke in must have been squatting here for a 
while.” Deputy Ernst led the way toward the hospitality room, 
which would have been empty except for a blanket and a pillow off 
in the far corner. “We have a lot of drifters in the area. Vagabonds 
passing through from one town to the next, holing up wherever 
they can find shelter. But I’m not so sure this is the case here.”

“Why not?”
The deputy stopped in front of a duffel bag and crouched beside 

it. “It’s women’s clothes, mostly. Nothing too unusual. But then I 
found this.” She handed me a postcard.

I recognized it immediately. They used to sit in a stack on 
the check-in desk during my summer college years. I flipped 
the postcard over. A note had been written on the back in Aunt 
Ingrid’s loopy scrawl.

See you next summer, Gracie. You bring your sass. I’ll bring the 
cookies.

“You don’t happen to know this Gracie, do you?”
“As a matter of fact, I do.” I looked up from the handwriting. 

“She’s my sister.”
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