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Crazy4Fiction.com

Price of Privlege 
j e s s i c a  d o t t a

Always on My Mind
s u s a n  m a y  w a r r e n

When Casper Christiansen’s job 
failure leads him back home to the 
woman he loves, he wonders if God 
is opening a new door . . . until he 
discovers she is pregnant with 
someone else’s child.             
    Heartbroken, especially when  
he learns the identity of the baby’s 
father, Casper tables his dreams  
and determines to be responsible for 
once. He longs to be the hero of at 
least one family story, but nothing 
seems to go his way.  
    Worse, one of his new jobs 
constantly brings him into contact 
with Raina, the woman he can’t 
forget. A tentative friendship begins 
to heal fresh wounds, but can they 
possibly overcome past mistakes 
and current choices to discover a 
future together?

ER nurse Macy Wynn learned essential, 
gritty lessons in the California foster 
care system: land on your feet and 
trust no one. She’s finally located the 
fellow foster child she loves like a 
sister, but the girl’s in deep trouble. 
Macy’s determined to   help, no matter 
what it takes  —even when she butts 
heads with an idealistic cop. 
   Deputy Fletcher Holt believes in a 
higher plan, the fair outcome —and his 
ability to handle that by himself if 
necessary. Now he’s been yanked 
from Houston, his mother is battling 
cancer, and he’s attracted to a 
strong-willed nurse who could be the 
target of a brutal sniper. 
    When everything goes wrong, 
where do they put their trust?

Abigail Pressman never would have 
guessed that love notes penned on 
paper hearts by an anonymous couple 
could restore her faith in romance. 
Business owner in a quaint tourist 
town, she dreams of expanding, but  
a handsome doctor has become her 
new landlord and is threatening to 
end her lease.  
    As she fights a growing attraction to 
this man crushing her dreams, 
Abigail is inspired to string the paper 
hearts in her store, sparking a citywide 
infatuation with the artsy trend.  
    But when a new batch of hearts 
arrives, it appears something tragic 
has happened to the couple. Will 
uncovering their story confirm 
Abigail’s doubts about love, or 
could it rescue her dreams. . .and 
her heart?

Stories you will fall in love with...

SusanMayWarren.com CourtneyWalshWrites.com CandaceCalvert.com JessicaDotta.com

Paper Hearts
c o u r t n e y  w a l s h

By Your Side 
c a n d i c e  c a l v e r t

from tyndale fiction

Having finally discovered the truth  
of her birthright, Julia Elliston is 
determined to outwit Chance Macy at 
his own game. Holding a secret he’d 
kill to keep, however, is proving more 
difficult than she imagined. Just when 
Julia thinks she’s managed to untangle 
herself from Macy’s clutches, he 
changes tactics with a risky ploy.  
    As the scandal of the century breaks 
loose, drawing rooms all over London 
whisper what so far newspapers have 
not dared to print: Macy’s lost bride is 
none other than Lord Pierson’s daughter—
and one of the most controversial cases 
of marital law ever seen comes before 
Victorian courts. 
    Don’t miss one thrilling moment 
-all three books available now!

https://twitter.com/Crazy4Fiction
https://www.facebook.com/Crazy4Fiction
http://www.crazy4fiction.com/
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New From Janette Oke
and Laurel Oke Logan!

A companion story to Hallmark Channel’s When Calls the Heart TV series

AFTER A YEAR OF TEACHING in the Canadian 

West, Beth Thatcher returns home to her family.  
She hopes to reconnect with her mother and 
her sisters on a family holiday, but renew-
ing their bond is more challenging than she 
expected. Meanwhile, the trip—a luxurious 
steamship tour along the eastern coast—opens 
Beth’s eyes to a world of fascinating people and 
places. Is she willing to leave all this and her 
family behind to return to the western wilds . . .  
and to the Mountie who has stolen her heart?

Where Trust Lies  
by Janette Oke and Laurel Oke Logan
Return to the Canadian West #2

  Read an excerpt!

http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/books/where-trust-lies/354960?utm_source=FamFicDig&utm_medium=digital%20ad&utm_term=BHP&utm_content=cover&utm_campaign=TrustLies
http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/books/where-trust-lies/354960?utm_source=FamFicDig&utm_medium=digital%20ad&utm_term=BHP&utm_content=title&utm_campaign=TrustLies
http://www.scribd.com/doc/249047525/Where-Trust-Lies
http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/bethanyhouse?utm_source=FamFicDig&utm_medium=digital%20ad&utm_term=BHP&utm_content=logo&utm_campaign=TrustLies
http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/bethanyhouse?utm_source=FamFicDig&utm_medium=digital%20ad&utm_term=BHP&utm_content=footer&utm_campaign=TrustLies
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presents
Karen Kingsbury 

DeiDRA RoMeRo 

Deidra Romero is a twenty-
something blogger and bookworm. 
She loves good company, good 
coffee and a good story. 
www.deidrawrites.com

ReL MoLLeT 

Rel Mollet resides in Melbourne, 
Australia, with her movie-loving 
husband and three book-loving 
daughters.
www.RelzReviewz.com

C.J. DARLinGTon

C.J.,the author of Bound by Guilt, is 
the cofounder of TitleTrakk.com. 
www.cjdarlington.com
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Deidra Romero

Debra Clopton’s new Series 
is Fun, Authentic Romance 
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ebra says she always loved sweet 
romantic stories, but it wasn’t until 
her high school English teacher told 
her she had talent that she seriously 
considering making it her career. 
Debra soon realized that she had found 
her calling. “Life inspires me. People 
inspire me. God just created me to do 
this and inspiration is everywhere.” 
However, like most authors, it took 
Debra years to hone her craft. When 
her first novel was finally published in 
2005 it kicked off the award-winning 
Mule Hollow Matchmakers series. This 
series was adored by fans and went 
on to include 20 other books. Clopton 
believes her new Four Hearts Ranch 
series will resonate with that base of 
readers. “I knew when I began plotting 
that I wanted to recreate the loving, 
but meddling, small-town atmosphere 
that I have in my Mule Hollow Series. 
My readers love that series, as do I, and 
so I wanted to give them and myself a 
new setting with a new lovable cast of 
friends to read about.”

Betting on Hope is Debra’s inaugural 
novel in the Four of Hearts Ranch series. 
Her main character, Maggie Hope, is 
building her career by helping others 
through her advice column. However, 
when a chance encounter places her on 
a ranch interviewing champion horse 

For the last 10 years Debra Clopton  
has been penning stories of small towns, 
eligible bachelors and spunky leading 
ladies. This month Debra releases a  
new novel and begins an exciting series,  
Four of Hearts Ranch (Thomas Nelson), 
sure to please fans of her successful 
Mule Hollow series. Debra opened up 
about her career, this new series and her 
inspiration.
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trainer Tru Monahan, sparks begin to fly. Maggie takes Tru 
up on a bet that he can teach her to ride like a cowgirl despite 
her inexperience with horses. Maggie’s bosses seize the 
opportunity and use the small town of Wishing Springs as 
the setting of their new show.  However, it isn’t long before 
Maggie’s past catches up to her. 

In all 30 of her books, Debra says her goal is to entertain 
her readers throughout her novels. She wants to keep 
them up at night, turning pages. She does this by creating 

“a strong connection between my hero and heroine and 
amping up the tension as I go. There must be laughter and 
issues of the heart mixed together. I love setting up the 
cute meet of a story—putting the hero and heroine at odds 
and then throwing them together in a fun, entertaining 
way to draw the reader into the story.” Debra aims to make 
the hero lovable and the heroine someone her readers can 
root for. She throws in lots of “sparks, conflict and fun” to 
form a compelling romance. 

When asked about the future of her Four of Hearts Ranch, 
Debra shed some light on her plans. “Each of these three 
stories will revolve around the Monahan brothers, Tru, Bo 
and Jarrod. Partners in the family ranch—three brothers 
working hard to keep their aging grandfather’s legacy alive 
after their father left the ranch in staggering debt.” The 
next book in the series, Counting on a Cowboy, will chronicle 
the story of Bo Monahan, who finds 
himself an instant father to a young 
child he never knew about. When the 
lovely Abby Knightly steps in to help 
Bo navigate fatherhood ... well, you will 
just have to read book two in the Four 
of Hearts Ranch series to find out! FF

beTTinG on HoPe
Four hEArTS rANch #1

Debra clopton
Thomas Nelson

ReAD MoRe onLine!: http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/debra-clopton/books/betting-on-hope-four-of-hearts-ranch-1/
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          Ashley Eastman

Lisa Harris Continues to Thrill Readers with her Southern Crimes Series
If you’re a fan of romance and looking for a new read this Valentine season, 
but need that twist of suspense to keep the pages turning, then Hidden Agenda 
(Revell) is the right read for you. Lisa Harris continues her exciting Southern 
Crimes Series with the third installment. I had some time to sit down and ask  
Lisa some questions about her new book and her career. 

How did you come up with the idea for 
this series?
Like with most of my books, they start 
with a character. In this series, that 
was Avery North. At first, all I knew is 
that she was a single mom and a police 
officer, but I knew I had to tell her story. 
A brainstorming session with a group 
of authors helped me further develop 
the series that eventually came to 
revolve around a family from Atlanta—
the Hunts—who have served their 
country through the armed service 
or police department for generations. 
Despite conflicts that arise between 
them, they are very close-knit, and 
when it comes to fighting injustice, they 
stick together and do whatever it takes 
to stop that injustice.

Who are Hidden Agenda’s main 
characters? 
I really had fun writing about Michael 
and Olivia, primarily because their 
stories were different from anything 
I’ve written. They are two people from 
opposite worlds who end up having to 
work together to stay alive. Michael’s 
the son of a former police captain and 
an undercover detective. Olivia’s father 
is part of a South American drug cartel 
and wants Michael dead. But despite 
their mistakes, they both are after the 
same thing: the truth.
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in three sentences, what is this  
book about?
For the past eight months, Michael’s 
family has thought he was dead, but 
the undercover assignment he’s been 
working on has just been blown. 
With a contracted hit on his life by 
the cartel, and not knowing whom he 
can trust in the police department, 
Michael finds himself on the run from 
both the cartel and the law with the 
daughter of the man who wants him 
dead, Olivia Hamilton.

What are the biblical threads woven into 
the series?
Overall, I’d say it’s a call for us to 
realize our own weaknesses and fears 
and to, in turn, learn to rely only on 
God’s strength. Each main character 
in this series is pulled out of his or her 
comfort zone to a place where they 
have to turn to God.

Can you give us a hint at your  
next project?  
I just turned in book one of a brand 
new series to my editor at Revell. It’s 
about a newly established missing 
persons task force, and this first one is 
set around the Smoky Mountains. Like 

HiDDen AGenDA
SouThErN crimES #3

lisa harris
revell

ReAD MoRe onLine!: http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/lisa-harris/books/hidden-agenda-southern-crimes-3/

the last series, this one took tons of 
research—everything from rappelling, 
to poaching, to mobile command 
posts—but I really enjoyed that part of 
the writing. 

Sounds like you invest a lot of time in 
writing. Are you a full-time writer?  
No. For the first time in seven years, 
though, my role as "Mom" has changed. 
I’ve been a homeschooling mom 
until just a few months ago when 
the last of my kids went off to attend 
a missionary boarding school. It’s 
been an adjustment, but thankfully I 
have plenty to keep me busy: I’m still 
writing, I’m involved in our women’s 
ministry, and I run a nonprofit called 
the ECHO Project that helps meet 
people’s physical needs where we live 
here in Mozambique. FF
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C.J. DarlingtonONE QUESTION FEB 2015

DEEANNE GIST: In 2011, my husband took me up to 
Vermont and scheduled a hot-air balloon ride. Because we 
were moving at the same rate as the wind, it wasn’t cold 
or windy. Just calm, peaceful and beautiful. We landed in a 
soccer field right next to a game, then went back to base  
and celebrated with champagne. So fun. So romantic. 
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/deeanne-gist/

SUZANNE WOODS FISHER: One year, my husband and I were 
worn out and stretched thin. Steve had a demanding new job, I was 
pregnant with our fourth child, and we were in the middle of a 
major house remodel. One afternoon, I came into the kitchen (which 
was practically down to studs) and discovered that Steve had set 
up a lit candle and two pieces of cake from my favorite bakery on a 
wooden ladder, with Nat King Cole crooning away on the CD player.  
We danced on the sub-flooring!

http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/suzanne-woods-fisher/

JULIE LESSMAN: How about a seven-course gourmet meal in a 
candlelit log cabin in the country written up in Conde Nast Traveler 
magazine? Follow it up with an overnight stay in an 18th-century-
style summer kitchen with four-poster bed, wall-length blazing 
hearth, and no TV or Internet, and trust me—you have a romantic 
date that sizzles as much as the fire. 
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/julie-lessman/

MIKE DELLOSSO: Last Christmas season, my wife and I spent an 
evening in Gettysburg. We ate at a restaurant called The Pub, then 
joined a group of hundreds in Lincoln Square for “Tubafest.” We sang 
Christmas carols with an ensemble of more than 50 tuba players. Then 
we went on an open carriage ride. It was much needed time alone.
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/mike-dellosso/

What is the most romantic and/or fun date you’ve ever 
been on with your spouse and why was it special?
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What is the most romantic and/or fun date you’ve ever 
been on with your spouse and why was it special?

SUSAN MAY WARREN: I shared a cold smooch with 
my hubby at the top of the Eiffel Tower for our 25th 
wedding anniversary. A freezing cold night, we look 
like we’re suffering, but the beauty of overlooking the 
city with the man who sparks our adventures made it a night of 
magic and memory.  
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/susan-may-warren/

JAMES SCOTT BELL: One anniversary I told Cindy to get all 
dressed up but didn’t tell her why. I had rented a limo. It took us to 
a beachfront restaurant in Malibu, then a drive along the beach to 
Century City for a musical called City of Angels.
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/james-scott-bell/

PETER LEAVELL: My wife and I never dated. Somehow we magi-
cally fell in love and found ourselves married. After the kids came 
a few years later (again, magically), we started dating. Dinner that 
night was okay, but then we walked to a bookstore. We both bought 
a book and rushed home to read. A tradition was born—book dates!
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/peter-leavell/

KERRY NIETZ: I’m actually hoping to have a fun, slightly romantic 
one in a couple weeks. Our first date in 2001 was to an NBA basket-
ball game. Since getting married and having kids we really haven’t 
had much of an opportunity to see games since. This year when I was 
looking for Leah’s Christmas present, I thought about going to a game 
in Cleveland. Turns out that the Cavaliers are playing the Oklahoma 
Thunder (who used to be the Sonics) on the 25th of January. So I got 
us tickets in a similar section to where we were in the Sonics stadium, and the date is 
within days of our first date. (Also arranged a babysitter!) It isn’t candlelight and roses,  
but she’s excited.
http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/kerry-nietz/
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CLICK HERE to REsERvE youR spaCE!

spECIaL pRICIng on a BIBLICaL 
CounsELIng CouRsE fRom  
LIgHt unIvERsIty

Since 1999, Light University, the educational division of the 
50,000-member American Association of Christian Counselors, has been 
offering training and continuing education for individuals who have 
a desire to increase their knowledge and skills in biblical counseling, 
the helping professions, and ministry. As a result, more than 150,000 
individuals and churches have enrolled in our programs. Our students 
are serving in churches, counseling agencies, and communities literally 
all over the world. They are counselors, Sunday school teachers, pastors, 
women ministry leaders, lay leaders, and more… individuals just like you.

And now, with our newly launched online curriculum, our programs are 
more innovative, flexible, and convenient than ever before. By becoming 
an online student at Light University, you will enjoy the flexibility of 
learning at your own pace in an online format… or what we call our 

“virtual classroom.” Plus, you will work with a faculty facilitator and 
collaborate with other Light University students from around the globe.

Our purpose, and desire, is to equip you to be better able to do the work 
that you are passionate about—and recognize you for it.

This $800 certificate 
is good for one 
Biblical Counseling 
Course from  
Light University.

http://www.discountshoppingclub.com/tuition-for-one-biblical-counseling-dvd-course-from-light-university/


Keys of Heaven
Herb of Grace
adina Senft
faithWords

Read MoRe online!: http://www.familyfiction.com/authors/adina-senft/books/keys-of-heaven-healing-grace/

AdinA SenftROMANCE

In Adina Senft’s new series, Healing Grace, she follows herbalist 
Sarah Yoder on her quests to help those around her through her 
skillset as a Dokterfraa. Adina spoke to FF about her inspiration 
and what’s in store for this unique series.

Can you tell us about your  
Healing Grace series?
The Healing Grace series is a bit 
unusual in Amish fiction—it features 
one main character, Sarah Yoder, who 
is a Dokterfraa (literally, “doctor 
woman”), or herbalist-in-training. Her 
personal relationships and struggles 
span all three books, but in each 
individual book, she has a “case” that 
usually involves more than merely 
physical healing. One of the parts that I 
really enjoyed in the writing is delving 
into the history and country lore of the 
various herbs that Sarah uses.

What inspired the plot for the newest book 
in the series, Keys of Heaven?
Keys of Heaven is the country name for 
red valerian, an herb that will grow and 
bloom practically anywhere. Sarah is 
treating an Amish woman for infertility, 

and she comes to believe that the 
woman would bloom better if she were 
in a different family situation. The urge 
to take matters into her own hands 
instead of waiting on God’s timing is 
her temptation in this story. 

What do you have in store for your  
Healing Grace series?
I’ve been interested for some time in 
what some plain churches call “the 
return of the prodigal,” someone who 
comes back to the church after being 
out in the world. Ira Wagler’s book 
Growing Up Amish is one of the most 
heartbreaking and honest portrayals 
of this struggle that I’ve ever read. 
The second protagonist in the Healing 
Grace series is an Englisch man called 
Henry Byler who grew up Amish, yet 
never joined church. The third book, 
out in July, is called Balm of Gilead and 
focuses on the lengths to which he will 
go in order to avoid the call back to the 
Amish fellowship … until he is driven to 
Sarah for a soothing balm for his hands. 
Then things get really complicated!

AMISH
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NEW RELEASES

click on a book cover for more information

MoRe neW Releases online: http://www.familyfiction.com/genres/amish/books

AMISH

a Woodland 
MiRaCle
amiSH WonderS
ruth reid
Thomas nelson

THe BeeKeepeR’s 
son
THe amiSH of  
bee counTy
Kelly irvin
Zondervan

MeeK and Mild
amiSH TurnS of Time
oliva newport
Shiloh run Press

an aMisH CRadle
a novella 
collecTion
beth Wiseman,  
amy clipston, 
Kathleen fuller & 
vannetta chapman
Whitaker House

Keys of Heaven
HealinG Grace #2
adina Senft
faithWords

one TRue paTH
amiSH roadS #3
barbara cameron
abingdon Press

love’s aBundanT 
HaRvesT
SPiriT of THe amiSH
beth Shriver
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CindY SpRoleS

MeRCy’s Rain
an aPPalacHian novel #1
cindy Sproles
Kregel Publications

Cindy Sproles probably isn’t a name you recognize—not yet. 
Cindy’s debut novel, Mercy’s Rain (Kregel), tells the story of  
Mercy, whose abusive pastor father has left her wounded and 
cynical about anything concerning faith. Cindy’s novel is a  
realistic picture of redemption.

This book covers a topic that at makes 
a lot of people uncomfortable: when 
people in power, endowed by God, abuse 
it and manipulate scripture to serve their 
purposes. Why did you want to write about 
this topic?
I didn’t set out to dis the ministers of 
the world. My goal, when this story 
began to develop, was to find an edge 
that would draw the secular world in 

—and in the secular world, everybody 
loves to hate a preacher. I can’t honestly 
say I knew that child and sexual abuse 
within the ministry would be the 
subject matter. It just developed. I 
wanted an underlying Christian theme 
to sneak in under a cloak of hard story, 

so that a seed of redemption could be 
planted in the hearts of unbelievers.

Having said that, I’ve seen too many 
congregations place their faith in their 
minister rather than God, giving him 
more power than any man should have. 
Our disillusionment in ministers is 
often self-inflicted. 

Where did the inspiration come from? 
As far as the abuse, well, that developed 
one night at 3 a.m. I couldn’t sleep so I 
flipped on the television. There was an 
investigative show about physical and 
sexual child abuse in children under 
the age of 10. It devastated me to think 
those kinds of heinous crimes could 
happen and why was more not being 
done to stop it? When the two ideas 
came together (pastors and abuse), 
they formed the perfect storm—the 
perfect story.

HISTORICAL
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only think. But more so, I wanted her 
to learn from her mistakes. I wanted 
her to lash out at God (like so many do 
today), but I wanted her to experience 
truthful redemption. And for folks to 
see through her, that redemption is 
available for the asking on God’s part, 
but on our part … it’s a process. We 
have to learn to let go, forgive, seek 
redemption and then change.

Mercy, I think, is a reflection of 
ourselves. She forces us to look at our 
personal ugliness and then she doesn’t 
allow us the opportunity to back away. 
She takes you by the ear and drags you 
through self-reflection.

do you have any future publications in 
progress right now? 
I am currently working on book two, 
Coal Black Lies, and the third in this 
Appalachian Series, Cob Hill. 

Can you tell us a bit about your main 
character, Mercy? 
Mercy is her own person. I think I drew 
the inspiration of her strength from 
my mountain grandma (and for the 
record, she was never abused), but she 
was a strong woman. Resourceful. Poor. 
Kind. I drew her anger and hurt from 
scratching the wounds of a broken 
marriage. We all have hurts and pain, 
brokenness at some point in our lives. 
None of us are exempt. I have a disabled 
son. It was easy to find an old wound 
from a battle fought in his behalf, and 
scratch it until it bled. 

Mercy Roller was like many mountain 
women in the 1800s. She was naive. 
She was taught to keep her head down, 
work hard, and accept what came to 
pass. You face it, fix it, and move on. I 
loved this woman and I allowed her 
to say all the things most of us would 

i wAnted An UndeRlYing ChRiStiAn theme 
to SneAk in UndeR A CloAk of hARd StoRY, 

So thAt A Seed of Redemption CoUld Be 
plAnted in the heARtS of UnBelieveRS.
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A young Amish woman is rescued from a thorny briar bush 
by a mysterious stranger. read on for a preview of A Match 
for Addy (love Inspired) by emma Miller, the first book in her 
new series, The Amish Matchmaker.

“Are you hurt?” 
Dorcas froze. Then she squeaked out, 

“I’m caught…” 
“Ne, maedle, lie still.”
She squinted at him in the sunshine. 

This was no lad, but a young man. She 
clamped her eyes shut, hoping the ground 
would swallow her up.

“There you go.”
Before she could protest, he was lifting 

her out of the briars.
He cradled her against him. “Best Sara 

take a look at that knee. Might need 
stitches.” He started to walk across the 
field.

Dorcas looked into a broad, shaven face 
framed by butter-blond hair that hung 
almost to his wide shoulders. He was 
the most attractive man she had ever 
laid eyes on. He was too beautiful to be 
real, this man with merry, gray eyes and 
suntanned skin.

I must have hit my head, she thought.
“I can walk…” She pushed against his 

shoulders.
“Ne, you could do yourself more harm. 

You’ll be more comfortable if you put your 
arms around my neck.”

She knew that it was improper, but she 
did as he said.

“You must be the little cousin Sara said 
was coming to help her today,” he said. 

“I’m Gideon Esch, her hired man.”
Little? She was five foot eleven, a giant 

compared to most of the local women. No 
one had ever called her little before.

“You don’t say much, do you?” He 
grinned. 

Dorcas nodded again.
“I like you. Do you have a name?”
“Dorcas. Dorcas Coblentz.”
“You don’t look like a Dorcas to me.”
He stopped walking. “I don’t suppose 

you have a middle name?”
“Adelaide.”
“Adelaide,” he repeated. “Addy. You look a 

lot more like an Addy than a Dorcas.”
“Addy?” The idea settled over her as eas-

ily as warm maple syrup over blueberry 
pancakes. “Addy,” she repeated, and then 
found herself smiling back at him. 

Copyright © 2015 by Emma Miller
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ROMANCE

Gift of Grace
Tennessee Dreams #3
sharlene macLaren
Whitaker House

Sharlene MacLaren wraps up her historical romance series, 
Tennessee Dreams, with the third novel in the set, Gift of Grace 
(Whitaker House). Sharlene tells a story of Grace Fontaine, who 
moves on after the tragic disappearance of her fiancé. Two years 
later, Grace is once again engaged but when an unlikely guest 
shows up weeks before her wedding, everything changes.

this novel has such an engaging plot.  
How did you come up with it?
As is the case with all my novels, I 
pray about the plots and characters. 
Somehow, the ideas just flow through 
my brain, and often I’ll dream entire 
plots. I don’t put a lot of stock into my 
dreams, as I think they’re mostly a 
byproduct of my crazy, creative mind, 
but I don’t discount them altogether 
either. Before I ever wrote the first 
word of a full-length book, or even 
thought of attempting fiction, I had a 
dream that I’d written a novel. Much 
later, I realized God had spoken to me 
through that dream, paving the way 
for me to publish my first book that 
would go on to win a finalist position 

for the ACFW Book of the Year, now 
Carol Awards. That book was Through 
Every Storm, and it launched my 
writing career. 

What’s your secret to creating a romance 
that pulls readers in and makes them 
attach to a story? 
Well, I absolutely love reading fiction 
that glues me to a chair. Of course, it’s 
important that a novel not drag, that 
it carries with it plenty of twists and 
unexpected turns, and that the plot 
itself is interesting enough to keep 
the reader engaged. Dashes of humor, 
something I love to incorporate, really 
break up heavy stretches of drama. All 
that said, another huge piece of the 
equation, and perhaps one of the most 
important, comes from authors who 
create realistic, relatable characters, 

Sharlene Maclaren
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Each has her own story, and each will 
take her readers on a journey including 
elements of suspense, crime, drama, 
romance and, of course, redemption. 
I think it’s safe to say all my stories 
involve a level of brokenness in my 
character(s), perhaps through death, 
divorce, abuse, negligent upbringings, 
hurtful pasts and painful situations. 
In each case, God shows up in 
powerful ways—through His amazing 
forgiveness, His redeeming strength 
and His compassionate understanding. 
My characters are flawed and human 
in every sense and stand in need of a 
savior. Jesus becomes that Savior, and I 
hope the Savior of many of my readers 
as well. My stories aren’t preachy, as 
I expose gut-level “realness” in every 
facet, but they are redeeming, and 
that’s what I want my readers to see.

ones that readers either love or love 
to hate! Without that component, the 
story alone won’t be enough to compel 
readers to continue sifting through 
the pages. One of my absolute favorite 
compliments is when my readers tell 
me my characters—the nice ones, that 
is—feel like old friends; that when my 
stories end, they’re almost depressed at 
having to say goodbye.  

This is the third installment in your 
Tennessee dreams series. Can we expect 
more in the series? Can you give us a 
broad overview of the series?
Gift of Grace, number three in the series, 
is the final installment. Tennessee 
Dreams is set in Paris, Tennessee, in 
the late 1800s. It incorporates the lives 
of three distinctly different women 
who ultimately become good friends. 

“mY ChARACteRS ARe flAwed 
And hUmAn in eveRY SenSe And 

StAnd in need of A SAvioR.” 
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RAChel hAUCk

someone who had everything could 
literally have nothing. Wealth doesn’t 
mean happiness. It was an interesting 
journey with this book!

Why did you choose to set the book in the 
small beachside town of Melbourne, florida?
I know the area very well. My home 
state is Florida, and I thought using a 
beachside community juxtaposed with 
royalty and wealth would be interesting. 
It’s almost the least likely place you’d 
find a prince or the wealthy of the world, 
yet here Corina lived, trying to piece her 
life back together. 

How many books are left in your Royal 
Weddings series?
I’m excited to say we have one more. A 
Christmas novella, A Royal Christmas 
Wedding, releases in 2016.

What’s on the horizon for you?
I just finished The Wedding Chapel 
(Zondervan), which releases later in 
2015. This is a dual timeline story like 
The Wedding Dress (Thomas Nelson, 
2012) but very different in its approach. 

How to Catch a Prince has an unusual twist. 
in this book the prince is the ex-husband 
and the former princess has created a new 
life in florida. However, there is a lot of 
unsettled business. Where did you get the 
idea for this plot?
This was perhaps the hardest book I’d 
ever written. How did I deliver a story 
about “How To Catch A Prince” but 
avoid being cliché? I wrote and wrote, 
started over and wrote some more, and 
prayed! Finally I realized, “What if they 
were married?” What would it be like 
if a prince married in secret? Then the 
story started to come alive for me. But 
I had to work out a large backstory. 
Why were they married in secret? 
Why were they apart? I always knew 
Prince Stephen would have a darkness, 
a wound, about him and eventually 
that played heavily into the story. For 
Corina, I wanted to take a look at how 

HoW To CaTCH a pRinCe
royal WeddinGS
rachel Hauck
Zondervan

rachel Hauck’s exciting royal weddings series, which 
crafts modern fairy tales, is expanding with How to Catch 
a Prince (Zondervan). However, this plot is unlike any fairy 
tale you’ve heard. 
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